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and excellent likewise: as for the master of the house, he was
so polite and respectful, yet without being ceremonious or
eager, that it was evident he had frequented the best company*.
The courtiers soon learnt that his name was Fargues, that the
place was called Courson, and that he had lived there in retire-
ment several years. After having supped, Fargues showed
each of them into separate bedrooms, where they were waited
upon by his valets with every proper attention. In the morn-
ing, as soon as the courtiers had dressed themselves, they found
an excellent breakfast awaiting them ; and upon leaving the
table they saw their horses ready for them, and as thoroughly
attended to as they had been themselves. Charmed with the
politeness and with the manners of Fargues, and touched by
his hospitable reception of them, they made him many offers
of service, and made their way back to Saint Germain. Their
non-appearance on the previous night had been the common
talk, their return and the adventure they had met with was-
no less so.

These gentlemen were then the very flower of the Court,
and all of them very intimate with the King. They related
to him, therefore, their story, the manner of their reception,
and highly praised the master of the house and his good cheer.
The Bang asked his name, and, as soon as he heard it, ex-
claimed, " What, Fargues ! is he so near here, then T The
courtiers redoubled their praises, and the King said no more;
but soon after went to the Queen-mother, and told her what
had happened.

Fargues, indeed, was no stranger, either to her "or to the King.
He had taken a prominent part in the movements of Paris
against the Court and Cardinal Mazarin. If he had not been
hanged, it was because he was well supported by his party,
who had him included in the amnesty granted to those who
had been engaged in these troubles. Fearing, however, that
the hatred of his enemies might place his life in danger if he
remained in Paris, he retired from the capital to this country-
house which has just been mentioned, where he continued to
live in strict privacy, even when the death of Cardinal